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SCSU Economics Department

Fall 2015

Economics Newsletter
From the Chair
Welcome back to fall semester in the department of economics! I am returning as chair after a two year stint in
administration, an eye opening experience which reinforced my commitment to serving as a faculty member in the
best department on campus. Although Dr. Hampton only reluctantly assumed the role of chair these past two years, he
did an amazing job of advancing the department in these difficult budgetary times. Luckily we did not lose any positions
to attrition, but as always there are a lot of changes in faculty responsibilities.
To start, King Banaian was appointed as the permanent Dean in the School of Public Affairs. Through his leadership we
were able to gain approval of a new Masters in Public Administration which begins this fall. Richard MacDonald will
spend fall semester at Alnwick Castle in the SCSU British Studies Program. Monica Garcia-Perez is on sabbatical for FY16,
serving as a Visiting Scholar at the University of Minnesota in the Roy Wilkins Center for Human Relations and Social
Justice, Humphrey School of Public Affairs. In addition, Ming Lo is taking a leave of absence to teach in the economics
department at Metro State University. We wish him well and hope for his swift return. Although short staffed, we will
strive to offer a robust course schedule to accommodate our students’ needs.
In light of the growing demand for data analysts, we are now offering a graduate certificate in data analytics. This
is a joint effort between economics, statistics, and information systems. The program fits well for those with an
undergraduate economics degree or paired with the Masters in Applied Economics. The certificate includes five courses
providing an introduction to analytics, data management, business forecasting, data mining, and data visualization.
More information will become available as the curriculum process is finalized.
The 2015 Minnesota Economic Annual Conference will be held on Friday, October 30 at Hamline University. The Hurwicz
Distinguished Lecture will be delivered by Deirdre McCloskey of the University of Illinois at Chicago. Students can sign
up with Lynn MacDonald by September 30, 2015 to qualify for our institutional membership. The Winter Institute is
scheduled for February 10th and 11th with a focus on Community Wellness. We hope to have a great alumni attendance,
so please mark your calendars.
Have a great and productive year,
Patricia

Meet the Professor
Professor Nathan Hampton joined our department in
1987. Nathan (who also goes by Eric) recently finished
a two-year term as interim chair. In his spare time he
enjoys listening to music, gardening, fantasy football
and hockey, and spending time with friends and family.
Pictured left to right: son Nathan, wife Jackie, and Eric.

Events
Minnesota Economic Association (MEA) Annual Conference
The 2015 MEA conference is an opportunity for economics faculty, other economists, and students to convene
and discuss presentations on important economic topics. This year’s conference will be held Friday, October 30,
at Sundin Music Hall at Hamline University in St. Paul. The Hurwicz Distinguished Lecture will be presented by
Deirdre McCloskey, Distinguished Professor of Economics, History, English, and Communication at the University
of Illinois at Chicago. Dr. McCloskey will speak on “The One True and Verified Theory of How We Got So Rich:
Liberty and Dignity.” Other sessions will feature luncheon speaker Timothy Kehoe of the University of Minnesota,
as well as a panel on the economic impact of the Bakken oil region.
Minnesota Heartland Economics Challenge
The Minnesota Heartland Economics Challenge will be held on Tuesday, March 15th from 8-1 pm in Atwood.
More information will come later this year, so please make sure to mark it on your calendars and consider
volunteering as a judge (or help us recruit student volunteers). Over 100 local high school students compete
in this contest.
Out of Poverty: Sweatshops in the Global Economy Presentation
Join us on September 29 from 11-12:15 pm at the SCSU Atwood Memorial Center Theatre for a presentation
by Dr. Benjamin Powell on “Out of Poverty: Sweatshops in the Global Economy.” Dr. Powell will discuss how
sweatshops provide a superior opportunity for workers as compared to other alternatives available to those
workers. He will also discuss the role sweatshops play in the process of economic development that ultimately
leads to the disappearance of sweatshops. This event is being sponsored by the Charles Koch Foundation and the
School of Public Affairs. Dr. Powell is the Director of the Free Market Institute at Texas Tech University. Find out
more about Benjamin Powell at http://www.benjaminwpowell.com/.
Economics Reading Group
Professor Lynn MacDonald supervised a trip for her Economics Reading Group (pictured below) to the 2015
Center of the American Experiment Annual Dinner featuring P. J. O’Rourke in early June. The Koch Foundation
provided funding for the event through their donation to the Economics Reading Group. Our students really
enjoyed the opportunity to attend the formal dinner and learn about public policy . You can find out more about
the Center of the American Experiment at http://www.americanexperiment.org/.

Alumni
Katrina Pelzel, a 2012 graduate, has been accepted to the Master’s Program at the University of Delaware for
a Master’s in Economics and Entrepreneurship for Educators. Katrina writes, “I am very excited to start my
graduate school program this summer! I will be spending four weeks in Delaware this summer as well as next
summer taking economics classes. Then during the next two school years, I will be working on a project that ties
in with the program. It is a perfect program for working teachers. For the past three years since graduation, I
have been working at Crossroads Alternative High School (Anoka-Hennepin) teaching economics, government,
and sociology to at-risk students. It is very fun, challenging, and rewarding! I am looking forward to improving my
skills as an economic educator and to see where my new master’s degree will lead me!”
Zachary Przybilla, a 2014 graduate, accepted a position at Penn State University within their IT management
team. Zach will oversee an area in their Services and Solutions unit working on service management, and creating
and maintaining efficient IT services for the campus community. In addition, Zach will lead a team of full time
staff and over 200 student workers at their main campus in University Park, PA.
Adam Chin, a 2001 graduate of our Applied Economics graduate program, will be celebrating his 10th year at
Wells Fargo & Co. in September. Adam has been a Vice President of Risk Management since 2006. For the past
two years, he has been responsible for credit risk model validations for Wells Fargo’s consumer unsecured line
of business.
William Loesch, a 2015 graduate, is currently a Financial Representative with Northwestern Mutual.
Travis Walstrom, a 2014 graduate, writes “From McKesson Corporation as a Contracted Data Analyst, I joined
Target post corporate restructuring where I am an Item Data Specialist in the Item
Center of Excellence. This is a brand new department where all merchandise and
marketing item data for in-store and online must funnel through in order to achieve
and maintain quality item data for a superior guest experience. Besides merchandise
and marketing data quality I also update and maintain guest facing item data. In my
department I am fully in charge of Bread and Baking data which has many nuances
for a national company! My economics experience at St. Cloud State provided me not
only with strong analytical and problem solving skills, but also helped me relate and
translate my skillset to others with differing roles and expertise.”
Pictured above: Travis and his partner, Madison Larva (Political Science major and Economics minor).
Gani Nurmukhametov, a 2015 Applied Economics graduate, writes “I am proud to say that I have been accepted
to the Ph.D. program in Economics at the University of Washington (Seattle) and will start classes this fall. So
basically, I am moving from SCSU Huskies to UW Huskies =). It was a wonderful time for me at St. Cloud State
University and I will always remember it.”
Daniel E. Martinez, a 2004 graduate, is an assistant professor of sociology at George Washington University’s
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences and has been named director of the new GW
Cisneros Hispanic Leadership Institute. A Mexican-American scholar, Martínez’s research
and teaching interests include the sociology of race/ethnicity, criminology, immigration
and the legal and social criminalization of unauthorized migration in the United States.
Source http://columbian.gwu.edu/daniel-e-mart%C3%ADnez-named-director-gwcisneros-hispanic-leadership-institute.

Graduates

Dean’s List

Winter Institute

Spring 2015

School of Public Affairs

Save the Date!

Elizabeth Carle

Spring 2015

Jie (Iris) Duan*

Jesse DesMarais

Alynda Her
Walid Issa*

Kaitlyn Durham

Christopher Johnson

Alexander Franta

Teegbzanga (Dominique) Kabore*
Alex Kariniemi

Alex Heimerman

Katherine Kotschevar*

Alynda Her

Timothy Landrus

Christopher Johnson

Boning Li
William Loesch
Dominic Messina*

Michelle Kuehn
Bradley Stieber

Gani Nurmukhamet*
Nathan Schneider
Aaron Sohler
William Spaniol
Bradley Stieber
Dat Vuong
Hannah Warner
Drayton Wipper

SCSU recognizes outstanding scholastic
achievement by awarding certificates
each term, with the exception of summer
semester, to students who earn a grade
point average of 3.75 or better. A student
must be a degree seeking enrolled student,
and must complete at least nine credits of
ABCDF-graded courses to be eligible for
the award.

The 2016 Winter Institute will be
held on February 10th and 11th,
2016.
Our theme this year is Community
Wellness. The Outlook will take
place on Wednesday evening
at the Kelly Inn, followed by a
reception with live entertainment.
The keynote speaker, luncheon,
and sessions will take place
at Atwood Memorial Center
Thursday morning and afternoon.
If you are interested in submitting
a proposal for one of the
sessions, we have three tracks
for your consideration: Public
Policy Research, Community
Engagement, and K-12 Teaching.
Please contact Cindy Fitzthum at
cjfitzthum@stcloudstate.edu for
additional information.
For current updates and
registration information, please
visit: http://stcloudstate.edu/
winterinstitute/
We look forward to seeing you
there!

Zachary Zaborowski
* indicates graduate student

Graduate Assistants
We welcome graduate assistants Zac Carter, Nikhil Joshi, and Shehram Khan to the Applied Economics master’s
program. For the upcoming academic year, the Applied Economics program has 20 students enrolled. Our new
graduate director will be Professor Mana Komai.

Faculty
Professor Mana Komai’s paper, “An Experimental Study of Leadership
Institutions in Collective Action Games” with Selhan Garip Sahin and
Catherine Eckel, was published in the Economic Science Association journal
in May.
Professor Richard MacDonald, also a Research Fellow at Varna Free
University, presented at the conference “Education and Business - Financial
Education for Sustainable Economy” held in Sofia, Bulgaria. Viktoria
Mitkova, the Executive Director of Bulgaria On Air Media Group, writes
“The conference brought together over 200 participants, representatives
of the education system, financial institutions and business, NGOs, media
and students, which clearly indicated a serious interest in the discussions
devoted to financial education. The whole event was broadcasted live
on TV Bulgaria ON AIR. The conference received high appraisal from
the participants in the event and our business partners. Discussions on
improving the financial education of students aroused great interest among
the wide audience. The feedback clearly indicates that the conference has
provided useful information and constructive debate about the existing
problems related to financial literacy, as well as examples and ways to
solve them.” Find out more at http://vfu.bg/en/news/_5374baed07b741.
Professor Rich MacDonald pictured far left in each of the below photos
with a few of the participants.

Dr. Mónica García-Pérez
Dr. N. Eric Hampton
Dr. Patricia Hughes (chair)
Dr. Eungmin Kang
Dr. Mana Komai
Dr. Ming Chien Lo
Dr. Lynn MacDonald
Dr. Richard MacDonald
Dr. Nimantha Manamperi
Dr. Masoud Moghaddam
Dr. Artatrana Ratha
Dr. Ken Rebeck
Dr. David Switzer

The goal of our newsletter is to
maintain communication
between our alumni, faculty, and
current students.
Economics Department SH 386
St. Cloud State University
720 Fourth Avenue South
St. Cloud, MN 56301

We love correspondence from our alumni! Please keep in touch with us—we would like
to know what you are doing now, along with learning about exciting events in your life.
We welcome new information to include in upcoming newsletters.
Internships
We are always trying to expand our internship program. Let us know if your company
offers internships and we will share this information with our majors.
Donations
Donating to our scholarships provides both financial support and encouragement to
student recipients. We have several accounts to choose from: Economics Scholarship
(undergraduate scholarships), Rose Marie Gamber Scholarship in Economics
(undergraduate scholarships), Michael D. White Economics Fellowship (graduate
scholarships), Economics Foundation (student and department research/activities).
Information on ways to give can be found at http://www.stcloudstate.edu/foundation/
waystogive/.

economics@stcloudstate.edu
www.stcloudstate.edu/economics
m.stcloudstate.edu
320.308.2227

St. Cloud State University is committed to legal
affirmative action, equal opportunity, access and
diversity of its campus community.
St. Cloud State University is a member of the
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system.

